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Brightpath Writing Assessment

This week our school has begun the process of
order to assess and &anwonrjks. s tRraemt st adentcompl et
Yeard7 2 narrative

This process is being undertaken 1in teams whe
moder ate their assessments.

The data collected by teachers wil|l be wused to
wi | | then develop classroom teaching and | ear:
groups of students and in some cases individual
Wor king in Teaching Teams provides wus with th
pl anning as well as the opportunity to give and
We | ook forward to shaBi maghyeve memitlsd/i ahiwlr drt e mg

Sue Maney
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The year 6/ 7s have been | ooking at migratio
Boy Ovebdmarfdol |l owed the story about a youn
had to flee their home with only what they
jour nal telling of a migrant who had to | ea
then made a suitcase and filled it with it
journey. Their final task was to write an e
they did. They then opened their classrooms
a

nd share their stori es.
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Learning together series Making their mark -

children’s early writing

How to help children learn

e Try to see things from their point of view. Understanding how children see the world
will help you to help them as they learn.

e Let children be children. A skilled five year old grows from a busy four year old, a
curious three year old, a cuddled two year old, an adventurous one year old and a
communicative baby.

e Be a playful companion. You can enjoy childhood with the children as well.

e Feelings matter - both the children's emotions and your own are part of any
situation with young children. It is very helpful to be aware of your own mocds as
well as the children’s when enjoying yourself with them and during difficult moments.

o Don’t expect to be perfect. Everyone does something they don't mean
sometimes. Children can be forgiving as long as we are thoughtful most of the time
and are ready to say sorry when we should.

\

children’s early writing ron .

Being able to write & one of the many things that
maost of us take for granted. Even if wa'ra not
kaen writers, wea may sl vrite cut a shopping list
or jot down the odd note. For childran, writing =
a skil that they have 10 leam and, like so much
during their childhocd, it develops gradually.

Tal O writ
i ] Wi

Children begin thelr journey towards writing by
making marks, not by preducing letters and
words, Once they can sit wath a meal in front

of them, bables love to play with spilt food and
drinks, touching them with ittlie palms and fingers
1o create patterns before the spill can be mopped
up. They're not just making a mess, thay're
making marks.

Even 50, the first clear sign that chidren are
intarasted in markmaking comes whan they use
thick crayans to make big circular and straight
lines. This type of mark-making is often dismissed
as scribble, but it is actually an imporant step in
leaming 10 write, because childran ara trying out
new things 10 sea what happens.

veeper meanings

Tha marks childran make slowly begin o have
more meaning for tham, and you will ba abls to
so4 this by listaning 10 what they say whan thay
play vith pens, crayons and pager.

At first, mark-making is a blend of writihg and
drawing, as childhen are keen to use their new
skills. But most begin to understand the difference
betaeen draving and writing sometime after their
third birthday. They may act cut “writing' situations,
espedally if they have seen other pecple do them,
This means that many chikdren left with a pen and
the shopping list may want to add items to that st
rather than come up with thar awn. This can be

a rusance, especaly if tha chikiren's marks cover
the arigina list, but it shows how much thay value
adult writing. It's so important. thay want to do it tha
Same way.

wWritin

At arcund four years old, children tegin to write
their first words — and their own name is usually
the first of al. This & partly because it has huge
meaning for them and also because adults tend to
point cut and write children's names. At first, we
may simply notice that their markmaking contains
& few mora lattars. Then, bit by bit, they kam to
writa ther nama. This is not to say that the name
wil be writtan in perfect handhwriting or that all the
letters will be in the right ordar. Even so, thisis a
spectacular treakthrough in the writing jour ney.
Fram now on, children can ‘sign” their drawings
and add thair name onto the bottom of cards.

The naxt stage of writing depends on children’s
knowledge of reading. As children leam about
reading, letter shapes and words begin to have
mere maaning for them. This alows tham to
rememeer what s, after a8, just a collection of
shapes. Reading akzo allows children te work out
how to write the sounds of the words that they
can hear in their head., This is when adults
need patience. Learning to read takes time and,
while some chidren crack the code earlier than
others, most do not really get into the svang of
reading until they are six yaars old.

When childran are k2aming to read, they often
start 10 write quite smple and repetitive sentencas
such as 'l lke to..." because they are confidant
about how to put thasa down. Try not to keep
‘correcting' childran about what thay write at this
tima, as this can stop them from having a go at
writing new words.

By about tha age of seven or eight, children's
writing maoves to a differant stage, in which they
knaw what thay want to writs and ara abla o
virite it quite well.

iping children’s wntin

There are many ways of helping chidren to
virita. First of all, it is helpful if parents and carars
undearstand that learning to write takes a few
years. Patience and suppert are needed over
time. Chidren who are corrected too often or
asked to write things out “progerty’ can lose
interest in doing it at all. On the other hand,
chidren who enjoy the process of mark-making
and writing notes, and who know that anything
they produce is praised will write more often and
50 get better at it

On a practical leved, it is usaful to provide endless
suppbas of papar, crayons, felt tips and - if you
can baar it — paint! Do not worry about buyng
papear, as vary young chikdran wval be hapoy with
rods of okd wallpapar and scrap. The kay is to
relax and even start mark-making on your own
mece of paper when chidren get going.

You might aso like to try markmaking cutdocrs by
getting cut some chaks. Patics, wals, paths in the
park and even pavements are fantastic for helping
children to leam to centrol their movements and
the chak won't leave any permanent damage. For
happy earty mark-making:

e e ready 10 join in the drawing and painting
e ok aut for washable paints and felt tips

e show chidren how you write

e write notes and letters to your child

e avaid 'teaching’ and ‘correcting”’ chidren.






